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contained about 500 mss., including books on theology, civil and canon law, 
medicine, and many other subjects. The documents in the archives were 
not included. Then came a period when the Popes were wanderers over 
Europe, and yet when an immense increase was made in the pontifical 
libraries, as is shown by the catalogues drawn up at Perugia, Assisi, Avig- 
non, etc. How long it was before the books, thus dispersed to the four 
winds, were brought to Rome is shown by the catalogue of the books of 
Eugenius IV, drawn up in 1443, which includes only 340 volumes of 
sacred and profane literature. 

The foundation of the Vatican Library is in reality attributable to 
Nicholas V, whose collection of mss. was then considered to be the finest 
in existence. But in regard to this and the following period of its history 
Comm. De Rossi says but little, as it has in part been already treated in 
detail, and in part is soon to be fully written about by M. Eugene Miintz. 
The work commenced by Nicholas V was completed by SixtusIV, at whose 
death in 1484 the library counted about 3,650 volumes. Sixtus V erected 
a magnificent and princely library building. Then commenced, beginning 
with Fulvio Orsini in 1600, that series of additions to the main body of the 
library, made by donations or bequests, many of which remained as sepa- 
rate fonds, like those of Urbino, Queen Christina, the Ottoboniana, Pala- 
tina, Capponiana. 

The last chapters contain a notice of the various indexes of manuscripts 
drawn up from the xvn century to the present time, and the book closes 
with an account of the present printed catalogue. 

A. L. Frothingham, Jr. 



La Bibliotheque du Vatican au XVI 6 siecle. Notes et docu- 
ments. Par Eugene Muntz. 16mo, pp. iv-139. Paris, 1886, 
Leroux. 

The important period of the first half of the sixteenth century had not 
been investigated by Comm. De Rossi in his interesting study on the Vati- 
can Library, of which a notice is given on the preceding pages. In fact, no 
special work has been published on the condition of the papal library at 
this time; and the information given by Panvinio, the Assemani, and later 
writers, has been but scanty. M. Miintz, whose patient and fruitful studies 
in this line of work are so conspicuous, has given us in the present charming 
little volume a picture of the condition of, additions to, and changes in, the 
important Collections of the Vatican Library from the time of Julius II 
(1503-13) to that of Paul III (1534-49), not in the form of a history, 
but mainly by means of documents, reproduced or analyzed, which he had 
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collected in the libraries and archives of Rome. It is a continuation of the 
volume which he published lately, in connection with M. Paul Fabre, en- 
titled La Bibliotheque du Vatican au XV siecle. Julius II was not distin- 
guished as a book-lover, and perhaps the most conspicuous instance of his 
liberality in this department was his gift to King Emmanuel of Portugal : 
a superb Bible in seven large volumes, with De Lira's commentary, illu- 
minated by the famous Florentine miniaturist Attavante, which is still pre- 
served in the monastery of Belem. Under Julius II the place of librarian 
was evidently a sinecure. This was entirely changed under Leo X (1513- 
21), whose emissaries traversed all Europe seeking for precious manuscripts 
with which to enrich the papal collections. His love for books led him to 
institute several useful reforms in the management of the library. He was 
also a great lover of miniatures. Still, the number of volumes (mostly mss. 
of course) mentioned in the inventory of Leo X is only 4070, an increase 
of but 400 since the death of Sixtus IV in 1484. His successor, Hadrian 

VI (1521-23), was, as is well known, an enemy to letters; and Clement 

VII (1523-34) appears not to have taken much active interest in the library, 
which suffered somewhat, under him, at the sack of Rome. M. Miintz shows 
that, contrary to the general opinion, Paul III (1534-49) rendered great 
service to the library, which under his pontificate was largely increased. 
A crowd of copyists were kept busy, transcribing or repairing mss., draw- 
ing up new catalogues ; and under him a part of the mss. and documents 
left at Avignon were brought back. The three inventories drawn up by 
Paul III remained in use until 1620, when they began to be replaced by 
that in present use. This pontiff also made important innovations in the 
personnel, adding to the "custodes" the class of "scriptores " which has 
continued to the present day. Of this fact and others which make this 
pontificate so important for the history of the library, M. Miintz gives some 
very interesting documentary proof. Maitre Vincent, of French origin, 
and Giulio Clovio, were the most noted miniaturists employed by Paul III. 
As a supplement M. Miintz publishes an interesting inventory of the mss. 
returned to Rome from Avignon in 1566, and also a description of the 
library written by Montaigne in 1580-81. 

A. L. Feothingham, Jr. 



G. B. de Rossi. La Basilica di S. Stefano Rotondo, il monas- 
teeo di S. Erasmo e la Casa dei Valekii sul Celio (estratto 
dal periodico Studi e doeumenti di storia e diritto, anno VII, 1886). 
4to, pp. 29. Roma, 1886, Tipografia Vaticana. 

A noted scholar and student of the Christian antiquities of Rome, Gre- 
gorio Terribilini, who flourished at the beginning of the last century, had 



